
A ccording to the World 
Intellectual Property 
Organization’s (WIPO) 
Global Innovation Index 

2024 (GII), Sweden is keeping 
its place as the second most 
innovative country in the world, with 
Switzerland as number 1, the US 
number 3, Singapore number 4 and 
the UK number 5.

The GII notes that Sweden is 
number 1 in Infrastructure;  
business sophistication; 
researchers; and intellectual 
property (IP) payments and 
receipts, but only ranked as number 
3 for human capital and research; 
knowledge-intensive employment; 
and global brand value.

In the autumn of 2024, the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Engineering 
Sciences (IVA) initiated a feasibility 
study to investigate the need for 
a national IP strategy in Sweden 
and what it should contain if so. 
The study was based on a survey 
of how other countries strategically 
manage IP through legislation, 
policy and support measures, and 
the result was compared with the 
situation in Sweden. 

The main conclusion of the study 
was that the Swedish government 
should develop a strategy and an 
action plan for knowledge-based 
assets with a focus on innovation 

and growth. Both the strategy 
and the action plan need to have 
a broad approach to cover all 
knowledge-based assets.

The feasibility study 
contains 23 concrete proposals 
with background and 
recommendations, including:
•	 Coordinated governance: Issues 

regarding knowledge-based 
assets cut across several policy 
areas and ministries. Therefore, 
increased coordination is 
needed.

•	 Long-term collaboration: 
Authorities should be given 
government assignments to 
cooperate in the long term on 
issues affecting knowledge-
based assets and to use existing 
expertise effectively.

•	 Education and skills: An 
investigation should map the 
situation regarding knowledge-
based assets throughout the 
education system.

•	 Strengthened research: The 
government should consider 
targeted investments regarding 
research linked to knowledge-
based assets, including 
more doctoral positions 
and professorships with an 
interdisciplinary profile.

•	 More effective use of patent 
information: A national plan 

should be developed for how 
patent information can be 
used strategically in research 
initiatives and the allocation of 
research funds.

•	 Improved collaboration: Identify 
obstacles, including regulations, 
to collaboration between 
academia and industry in the 
management of knowledge-
based assets.

•	 National knowledge hub: 
A framework should be 
established to provide expert 
support on issues related to 
knowledge-based assets, 
including strengthening the 
innovation support system and 
ensuring a uniform interpretation 
of regulations.

•	 Support for smaller players: Map 
why Swedish companies register 
IP rights to a lower extent than 
the EU average and investigate 
how SMEs can receive better 
support to both strengthen and 
defend their IP assets.

•	 The role of law enforcement 
authorities: Law enforcement 
authorities should include IP 
rights infringement in their 
work against organised crime 
and increase international 
cooperation against, among 
other things, piracy and illegal 
internet protocol television (IPTV).
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innovative nation in the world but capitalising 
on this position will require a comprehensive, 
coordinated IP rights strategy, says  
Petter Rindforth of Fenix Legal.

A close look at non-use TM examinations Name Surname 
Talent in the captive insurance industry remains at a premium 
– events confirmed.

TAKEAWAYS
• �Swedish govt  

to develop  
innovation plan

• �Feasibility study 
contains 23 
proposals

• �Working group 
coordinating issues 
on IP rights

A UNIFIED  
APPROACH:  
SWEDEN’S KEY TO  
IP LEADERSHIP

Patents

worldipreview.com42

Issue 2, 2025



Hopefully the 
working group 
will also reach 
out to another 
group that 
has long and 
practical daily 
experience of  
all the IP topics: 
IP attorneys.

The main 
conclusion of 
the study was 
that the Swedish 
government 
should develop 
a strategy and 
an action plan 
for knowledge-
based assets 
with a focus  
on innovation 
and growth.

international markets, knowledge of 
IP rights and strategic management 
of IP assets are crucial. 

With significant societal 
challenges, intensifying 
global competition and rapid 
technological development, the 
government sees a need to work 
strategically and comprehensively 
in the area of IP rights at a national 
and international level.

The Swedish Minister of Justice 
Gunnar Strömmer said that these 
issues “are central to Swedish 
growth and Swedish prosperity. 
The issues involve many actors 
in society and several different 
political areas of responsibility”. 

The Minister of Energy and 
Enterprise and Deputy Prime 
Minister Ebba Busch added: 
“We want to make it easier for 
Swedish actors to protect and 
commercialise their intangible 
assets. This is part of the 
government’s efforts to maintain 
Sweden’s position as a leading 
innovation country.”

Valuable perspectives 
The press release also noted that in 
the work of strengthening Swedish 
innovation and competitiveness,  
all actors in the country’s market 
play an important role, and that  
it is therefore important that  
Swedish stakeholders are involved 
in the work. 

The next step was in May–
June 2025, when the Swedish 
government invited around 
60 stakeholders to roundtable 
discussions, focusing on issues 
related to the central role of 
IP rights in increasing cultural 
creation, innovation and 
competitiveness. The Swedish 
Intellectual Property Office 
(PRV) participated, as well as 
representatives from some 
industry organisations such as 
the Publishers’ Association and 
the Swedish Federation of Wood 
and Furniture Industry, etc. The 
meetings were organised by 
the Ministry of Justice, together 
with the Ministry of Climate and 
Enterprise, and Ministry of Culture.

Mikael Kullberg, state secretary 
at the Ministry of Justice, stated 

in a press release of June 10, 2025 
that: “The discussions have been 
very fruitful and constructive. The 
common thread has been the 
protection of IP rights and the need 
for increased knowledge about 
the role of intellectual property 
rights in value creation and 
commercialisation”. 

Karin Svanborg-Sjövall, state 
secretary at the Ministry of Culture, 
added that “the cultural and 
creative industries are a new basic 
industry in Sweden, and intellectual 
property rights in general and 
copyright in particular are a 
fundamental part of the business 
model for these industries”. 

The government’s initiative for  
a working group to coordinate work 
on IP issues is of course welcomed 
and a good initial step. Hopefully 
the further discussions will take  
into serious consideration all the 
initial proposals from the IVA  
study. And hopefully the working 
group will also reach out to  
another group that has long and 
practical experience of all the IP 
topics: IP attorneys. 

So far, not one private practice 
IP attorney has been invited to 
the roundtables, in spite of the 
fact that they are the people that 
work directly with the industry 
and inventors and daily assist in 
practical IP protection, as well as 
how to build a business based on 
patents, trademarks and designs, 
and understand what is needed 
in order to stop piracy and unfair 
marketing. 

One good example of fruitful 
cooperation between authorities 
and the private market is the 
longstanding praxis of yearly open 
meetings between the Association 
of Swedish Patent Attorneys (SPOF) 
and the Swedish Intellectual 
Property Office, with discussion and 
information on practice and how 
to increase the options for Swedish 
companies of all sizes to create 
business-focused IP protection. That 
is what you call “a unified approach 
to intellectual property law”. 

Petter Rindforth is managing 
partner at Fenix Legal. He can be 
contacted at: info@fenixlegal.eu

•	 Improved opportunities to act: 
SMEs’ opportunities for support 
in defending knowledge-based 
assets need to be investigated, 
including limitations on legal 
costs and access to mediation.

A drive from the top
The IVA’s recommendations 
are reflected in the Swedish 
government’s initiative to work 
for  “A comprehensive approach 
to intellectual property rights”, 
presented in a press release of 
February 14, 2025. The Swedish 
government stated that it is 
working towards an innovative 
and competitive Sweden that 
strengthens growth, prosperity 
and security, noting that “an 
important part of this work is to 
take a comprehensive approach to 
intellectual property rights issues”. 

The government therefore 
created a working group with the 
task of coordinating issues on IP 
rights and helping to develop a 
direction for the government’s 
objectives in the area.

The press release stated that 
industrial, creative and cultural 
creation are central to Swedish 
innovation and competitiveness. 
In order for Swedish companies, 
innovators and cultural creators 
to succeed in the Swedish and 
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